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Happy Mothers Day!Happy Mothers Day!

Welcome Guests, Friends & Family!
As a Reformed church, we are  part  of  a  long and enduring tradition that  places  worship as our highest  calling.
Therefore, we lean heavily on those who have gone before and see the value of creeds, catechisms, responsive readings,
and other forms that are part of our heritage. However, our services are not highly liturgical, following a fixed pattern,
nor spontaneous, but seek to follow a liturgical pattern that reenacts the gospel and renews us in God's grace. Rather
than focusing on getting God to bless us, is focuses on the blessings, promises, and grace that we already have in
Christ. Our basic gospel pattern is: We approach God based on His initiation and invitation, we see our sin and confess
it, we are assured of forgiveness, we hear the good news, and we respond in faith and obedience.

*     *     *     *     *

REFLECTION| God's people prepare for worship

“A refugee spirituality does not make false promises for the present. It is not a prosperity gospel of peace and
joy in the present… An émigré spirituality is honest about what is not granted to our generation, so as to
speak – what is not granted to the human condition in this vale of tears. Hope is found in a certain art of
saying goodbye, but also looking ahead to the day when Someone will greet us with, 'Welcome Home' – and
knowing how to navigate in the meantime.” – James K. A. Smith.
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PRAISE| We praise our merciful & gracious God

The Lord Gathers Us – Worship is dialogical, meaning it is a conversation between God and his people. Just as
God is the initiator of grace in the Gospel, he continues to graciously summon his people to worship. We come and are
graciously blessed and renewed by him through the Gospel.

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised,
and his greatness is unsearchable.

One generation shall commend your works to another,
and shall declare your mighty acts.

The Lord is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

The Lord is good to all,
and his mercy is over all that he has made.

The Lord upholds all who are falling
and raises up all who are bowed down.

The Lord is righteous in all his ways
and kind in all his works.

The Lord is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.

He fulfills the desire of those who fear him. Psalm 145:3,4,8,9,14,17-19a (ESV)

PRAYER|The first prayer of the service is meant to invoke the presence and favor of the Triune God in the name of 
Jesus, giving praise, and asking the Holy Spirit to help us put aside all our distractions and worship God in “Spirit 
and truth.”

Songs of Praise (below)
I Sing The Mighty Power of God
10,000 Reasons
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RENEWAL| The Lord forgives his people

Confessing our Sin – Confession is a time when we are truly honest with ourselves and God, and because he
knows our every thought, there is no need to pretend. Thus we confess our sin and admit that we're not what we
should be, nor what we will be. 

Gracious LORD, we confess that we have sinned against You with our words, in our thoughts, and
through our actions. Depending on our strength, we have stumbled. Trusting in our goodness, we
have become prideful. Confident in our plans for our lives, we have failed to seek Your will. We
ask now, LORD, for You to forgive all of our many sins; to clean the darkness from our lives, and
to turn our faces and our hearts back towards You. We pray these things in the name of Your most
precious son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Private Confession

Words of Encouragement

“The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down. The Lord is righteous in all his
ways and loving toward all he has made. The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in
truth.” (Psalm 145:14, 17-18)

We Praise Our Merciful and Gracious God
Beneath the Cross of Jesus (below)
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PROCLAMATION| God feeds his people

Scripture:  Psalm 42, 43
We believe the Bible is the inerrant word of the true and living God, and our infallible rule for  faith and practice.

Sermon:  “Hope For The Hopeless”
The sermon is meant by God's design to be ancient, timeless truth from his Word, explained, expounded, and applied,
so that all who are listening will understand it and be changed by it. It is the way in which God speaks to his church.
As J.I. Packer has stated, “God has spoken in the Bible and He has not stuttered.”

RESPONSE| We respond with thanksgiving

We Give – Our offering is not simply the way our church “pays the bills;” it is an act of worship where we respond
to God's grace and generosity and give back to the Lord His resources as tangible evidence of our love for Him.

We are grateful for your ongoing generosity to the church. It is your gifts that sustain our ministry here in
Cherry Hill and around the world. Please remember that you can give on line by going to this link. It is a
secure and convenient way to continue your financial support.

*We Sing 
How Great Thou Art (below)
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Benediction | Please stand as you are able
From the Latin “beneficiary,” meaning “to bless,” this is the pronouncement of God's blessing as we are sent out into
our places of influence.

We Go – Heeding his commission, we go to our places of influence to rescue other wandering and lost sheep like
ourselves
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